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While the basic tenets of indexing and abstracting remain the same as in previous decades, the

evolution of information and communication technology in the 21st century necessarily changes

many aspects of the useâ€”and organizationâ€”of information in society. This fourth edition of

Introduction to Indexing and Abstracting examines the primary tools for organizing information,

addressing fundamental concepts such as the nature of information, the organization of information,

vocabulary control, types of indexes and abstracts, evaluation of indexing, and the use of the latest

technologies.The book presents information in four sections that covers topics in a logical,

sequential order: Foundations, Applications, Techniques, and Professional Practice. A unique

resource that covers all the areas of indexing and abstracting in the digital information age, this text

will benefit practicing librarians and indexers, students of library and information science, and

educators in the area of information organization, as well as those considering indexing and

abstracting as a career option.
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I purchased it for my college course, and I am certainly learning a great many things. However, it

helps to have a professor to work you through the book. Moreover, it only mentions KWIC (KeyWord

In Context) and KWOC (KeyWord Out of Context), but not KWAC (KeyWord Aside Context), which

is probably the better of the three from a user perspective, even if it is a bit more work from the

Indexer's perspective. Nevertheless, there is always variance and styles to be considered from one

person to the next.
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